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VOICES

3155 South County Road 200 West
Kokomo, Indiana 46902

Prepare for the Coming of Our Lord

We hope you can join us for these annual Advestite\as we prepare
together for the coming of Our Lord and Savior,u¥e€hrist. ’

Christ Encounter:
Adoration, Praise and Healing

Led by an ensemble of our talented young adultemicome adore %
our Lord with sacred music, Taize Prayer and sdenc

Encounter Christ with His peaceful healing preseincthe “Hem of . *
the Garment” Eucharistic Procession!

What: Christ Encounter: Adoration, Praise and Hhegli
When: Thursday, December 15, 6:30 pm

Where: Saint Joan of Arc Church

Who: Everyone from both Parishes, every age

Advent Festival of
Lessons and Carols

We invite you to join us for a musical and prayedalebration in
preparation for the joy of Christmas! Journeyingotigh Sacred
Scripture with sacred music, we will prepare ouarke to rejoice ™
anew at the birth of our Savior! We have a vergntdd group of *
singers to lead us in song. With our voices uglifte song and our — &
spirits uplifted in tradition and reverence, thisntury-old tradition B
has become a cherished event not only for our pesidut for the = =
whole community! Please invite a friend. -

What: Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols
When: Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm
Where: Saint Patrick Church

Who: Everyone of every age
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Catholic Home Coming

Have you been away from the Church?
Do you know someone who has?

Catholic Home Coming
Winter 2012

If you are hesitant to come bac
to your Catholic faith after having
been away for awhile, please regd
what one of our Catholic Homs
Coming participants said abou

why she is now back in full
communion with the Church!

“God is. God is good. God is
here — in the Catholic Church
he founded! Before | went through the Catholic Home
Coming, | only believed the first one. Now | knaydnd
doubt that all three are true. As Catholics, we hlessed
with the Eucharist. Our God is here — body, blosall
and divinity — loving and asking to be loved by yma
me. Catholic Home Coming helped me find this
marvelous love that had always been right here imgit
for me.

This five-part series is a chance to get reacqeanuith
the Church in a comfortable, informal setting. Diomiss
this opportunity to learn about yourself and youodb
Maybe you're excited to come back to the Churchytdda
you're not sure if you can come home or how totdo i
Maybe you don’t know if you even want to come back
Whatever the case, Catholic Home Coming is abdglute
where you need to be. This is a golden opportuaifind
whatever information you need to make your decissan
come home! Feel the love! Drink the free lemonade!”
Kate Mitsch, age 24, attended Catholic Home Conning
September 2011.

Is something missing from your life? Please join «s
Thursday, January™at St. Joan of Arc from 6:30 — 8:00 pm.

why she came to our sessions afd

The Catholicism Project

Winter Family Initiative

Overview

Soon you can discover the rich heritage of the @th
Church in an epic media experience. Word on Firthdia
Ministries offers a vision of the Catholic Faithhieh has
never before been seen. This vision seeks to explor
through a global journey, the living culture of tBatholic
Church. From the lands of the Bible, to the grdminges of
Europe, to the shores and heartland of Americath&o
mysteries of Asia, to the rich landscapes of L#timerica,
to the beating heart of Africa - and beyond, witékse
passion and glory of the faith that claims overilioh of
the earth’s people as its own. This magnificentnevie
hosted by Father Robert Barron.

For our Winter Family Initiative we will be showingnd
discussing Father Robert Barron’s, THE CATHOLICISM
PROJECT, a 10 part film series. However, we wiltiatly
show only 6 parts but then at a later date showdh®&ining
four. These will be the times that we will be offfigr this
opportunity:

Family Initiative—Wednesday evenings 6:30—8:00 pm

K4J and babysitting available

January 11, 18, 25 and February 2, 9, 16

Sunday mornings from 10:30 - 11:45 am

January 8, 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 12

This is a free event, but you must register to nalte
Registration forms are available at Fr. Ted's corne

The

ATHOLICIS
T e

C

Please Spiritual

We will again have an opportunity to spirituallycad a
The Feast of The Holy Family, December 30th.

ly Adopt a Baby
baby. Everything you need will be availabte o

How does it work?

development in the womb.

When spiritually adopting a baby you have the opputy to pledge a daily prayer for nine
months for a baby who is in danger of abortion.stépecial prayer is found on prayer cards that
will be available. Each month you - the ‘spirityzdrent’ is given information about their baby's

While the identity of this child will remain unknowo his or her 'spiritual parent’, God knows
who the child is. Many people have found that ngnitireir baby' helps to keep them focused on
the reality that their prayers are helping to savparticular baby from the harm of abortion.

At the end of nine months, when the baby is boenwill have a “birth"day party. This will be
an opportunity to bring baby gifts that will be dded to Birthright. We will also have birthday
cake! Please mark your calendars for the party pt&aber 30, 2012 to celebrate the life that
you have saved through your prayers.
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Living Your Strengths

If you missed théiving Your Strengthsprogram that we
offered this fall as our Family Initiative you wilbe
happy to hear that we will be offering more oppnoities
this winter to join a group. Please watch the limléor
more details in the next few weeks.

Harmony

Leamei'lsbrabeglc
Analytical [flaxXimizer.
o Respon3|blllbg

Achieveranoess
Connecbedness coese

Consistbency Intellection
Mapm%it-u Pasibivity

What is the Living Your Strengthsprogram?

The Living Your Strengths Journey begins with the
Clifton StrengthsFinder, an on-line questionnaimatt
reveals your top five signature talents. The Joyrne
focuses on identifying and developing your talents,
which are God’'s gift to you. For six weeks in small
journey groups, you and fellow parishioners wikdaan
amazing journey in discovering your unique God-give
talents, recognizing those same talents in othed a
learning how to apply this knowledge in your payish
personal and professional lives. We are very edcite
begin this new ministry!

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Fathers Biied Buaizinski

April 1526, 2012

Pilgrimages to the Holy Land are very important for
number of reasons. For me, being in Jerusalem dle&3g
gives three-dimensionality to the Bible. No longsrthe
synagogue in Capernaum just another building @ad the
Gospels. Now when | read those words | see the |atgne
-tile floor, the benches built along the inner wahow only
halfway standing. | see the Sea of Galilee glimngeat the
edge of the town. It comes alive.

Another reason to someday make a pilgrimage, isiptes
iS to get in touch with an important part of higton
Archeological sites continue to be discovered armlaeed,
giving our understanding of their way of life a rmof
complete perspective. Stepping into the Holy Landike
literally stepping into history. Buildings, some esva
thousand years old, still stand. Cities, one of digest on
earth (Jericho), can be visited on the way fromil&alto
Jerusalem. Living in a country that is only 234 rgeald,
this gives us an appreciation for antiquity thahreat be
found, in the same way, in the United States.

A third reason pilgrimages to the Holy Land arespiritual
value is that they connect us with our Christiaothers and
sisters who are currently living there, and arendao under
very difficult situations. We hear much in the neafsout
the troubles between the Israelis and the PalassniRarely
is it mentioned that the “Palestinians”
Christian or Muslim. The tensions do not exist witle
Christian Palestinians as they do with the Mus
Palestinians. Why? One simple reason is that tlesta@an
Christians are such a minority. Unfortunately, dmtt
minority, they tend to be persecuted by both Issaehd
Muslim Palestinians (some, not all, of course).sThhen,
causes even more Christians to leave.

Pilgrimages to the Holy Land bring us into solitkanvith

the Christian Palestinians. We are able to learrerabout
their lives, their struggles and their efforts apefully live
in the land where Jesus lived, the land of hishbahd
theirs. None of them take it for granted. By emigrinto
their lives, we begin to see that the threat toigbanity in
the Holy Land is not one of guns and bombs. It's o
subtle persecution that can be oversimplified aglying”.

Consider journeying to the land where Jesus livedome
to know him better and to walk where he and thestg®
walked.

Cost is $3,095 plus $406 for Airline taxes/fuelcharges.
Brochures and registration forms are at Fr. Tediser.

can be aith Fili
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS

By Doris Thomas

We hope -everyone had a
Thanksgiving. We were able to provi
sixty-four families with a nic
Thanksgiving dinner through t
generosity of St. Joan of Arc a
St. Patrick parishioners, our go
friends at St. Joseph/St. Vincent Hosp
the STSJP school children and
religious education students. Thank Y

Now it is on to Christmas. The Givi
Trees are up and have many tags
suggestions for gifts on them for
families we are helping this year.
tags for younger children ha
suggestions of toys or items they wol§
like. The teenagers prefer to do their g
shopping and so Gift Cards are suggefy @
for them. And you know how hard it _* &
sometimes to get the right gift, right sifg =
right color for the adults in your famius
and that is why Gift Cards are suggested for thema of
these children.

If you take a tag or tags off the Giving Trees,apke
remember the last day to return gifts is SundayceD®er
18, as we will be making up the boxes of gifts tbe
families on Monday, December 19, and the familid lve
picking up their gifts on Tuesday, December 20t pugime
for Christmas.

We are getting some very nice Christmas decorati
lights, trees, etc. donated to the St. Vincent del BStore.
We sell them at very reasonable prices and if ailya
comes in or we hear about a family who needs adre
decorations, we will give it to them.

Last month there was a nice article on the froepaf the
Kokomo Tribune, explaining how the local food paagr
are having a hard time keeping stocked. It algedisome
of the food pantries. Please remember, before you e
prepackaged bag of groceries at the grocery storask
what food pantry the groceries are being donafeatlisl not
staying in Howard County, think twice about buyih@nd
instead donate to one of the local food pantries.

The food drive sponsored by St. Joseph Hospitalssidn
and Mentoring Group and the contest held by the J8i@n
and Patrick School children brought in almost 26a60s of

*hmt De Paul
Love of Cheit Crucifed Presscth Me

food for our pantry. Our shelves are

stocked and we are in pretty good shape.
Thanks to all who bring groceries to the

food pantry during the month and to all

who donate on Sharing Sunday. Items
we are really in need of now include

paper products, especially toilet paper,
laundry soap and hygiene products such
as bath soap, shampoo, deodorant,
toothpaste, etc.

The members of SVDP continue to
reach out to help in the community by
volunteering to help with the Prison
Ministry, the Friday evening cookout for
the homeless, the Sunday evening
dinners for Urban Outreach, helping
- J Goodfellows and Salvation Army take
applications for families needing help
with Christmas and we continue to
provide Buddy Bags for the school
children to have food over the weekend.
We also provide food, clothing, help with rentitigs, and
other needs that arise. If you think you might tterested
in helping in any of these areas or working in #tere,
please call us.

As the year 2011 comes to a close, we can’t thiinkre

have supported us this year, nearly enough. Youe hav

helped us provide for many families in many way$. ok

us at St. Vincent de Paul say “Thank You” and wshnall

of you a beautiful Christmas and a new year of et
ndappiness.
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A Reflection on Adoration

By Anonymous Parishioner

One summer, | was told th
we were going to get a do
Not just any dog, but a full
Al orown, 2-year old, Sain
Bernard “puppy”. We drove
about 4 hours to pick hi
up, and when he got in th
car, he filled up the bac
seat. To get an idea of ho
big he was in the eyes of
2" grader, when he stood o
his hind legs he was nearl
8 feet tall, (I remember hi
once jumping up and restin
his paws on my dad
shoulders and slobbere
down on his face), and h
was a lean 180 pounds. H
would put on weight when

: winter came, but we neve
did verify how heavy he actually got. So you camgmne
how intimidating he looked when he climbed into @ar
and left not much room for anyone else in the Isek.

golden shine, and we just enjoyed that time togethe
would even look forward to that time each year &sdw

that we would get to spend some time in quiet ot
together.

He has long since gone, as their life spans are no
usually more than about 6-8 years, but | still hakat
experience today...in Adoration. At first, | was midated
by His sheer size, afraid that | would do somethimgng,
to hurt Him in some way, or just get knocked downHis
immense presence. But, like with that dear Saimh&el, |
was convinced to go to Adoration and give it a try.

Wow, it was really nice. | started at first jusiktag to Him,
not sure of what to say or do, but letting Him knlogidn’t
know what to say or to do. And of course it didake long
to say that, but | just heard Him reply to me tHatwas just
happy that | was there with Him. After time, | grenore
accustomed to going to Adoration, and like thatnBai
Bernard, he was always ready for me to come teveet. |
sit, like those days of old, and talk with him,smmetimes |
will have the Mass song lyrics running through nead,
just enjoying that time together, in quiet solitudée best
thing is that | don't have to wait for the annualriag
shedding of hair to enjoy this moment, as we assd#d
with Adoration opportunities every week (and more)

This dog was huge and playful, but due to his shgeKokomo.

size would easily knock me to the ground, even wWist
the flick of his tail! It took me some time to geted to him
being around, bracing myself in case he would bumpor
when he came up to just get a hug, or to let mehpet
wondering if this time | was going to end up on g¢neund.
In addition to this, he was a long-haired saint, ®ben
spring would start to come around, and the warmthesa
would hit, he would shed hair, and | mean HAIR! @& of
the tasks that | had was to take a stiff bristledsh and
comb his hair. | felt that brush and thought thatouldn’t
want someone combing my hair with something lika tit
would hurt. What would he do to me if | hurt himBut, |
was convinced to go outside and give it a go.

Wow, it was really nice. | started to comb hickhi
hair with this rough old brush and he immediatebuld lie
down and stay still. It was as if he was encoumggie to
brush his head, his shoulders, his body and ewetati He
would happily thump his tail on the ground as | dired

him thoroughly. He would eventually see me cominth
the brush and hurry to get ready for the eventioltild take
an hour sometimes to get half of him done, but Uit
and alk to him, or sing songs while | brushed luatdo a

So, | encourage you to go to Adoration every week
(and to continue to do so if you already are goifighay
feel awkward at first, but just let Him know thahd enjoy
His presence. Eventually you will be talking witimi or
singing songs of joy, and looking forward to thtisges
together similar to how | feel at Adoration, or evew |
felt back in the day with that big ole Saint (butheut the
slobbering).

Schedule for Adoration at St. Joan of Arc

Monday - Friday: 7:30 - 8:00 am
(before 8:15 am Mass)

Thursday: 9:00 am - 8:00 pm

Nocturnal Adoration on First Friday:
9:00 pm - 6: 00 am (Saturday)
Call Donna Meyer - 628-6303 to sign up

Adoration Chapel at St. Patrick
Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Call St. Patrick Parish at 452-6021 to sign up
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ST1S. JOAN OF ARC & PATRICK SCHOOL

By Therese Bath
FAVORITE SAINT?

First grade students
dressed as their favorite
saints and read reports
they had prepared as part
of their celebration of All
Saints Day. First graders
also participated in the
Holy Day Mass as song
leaders, gift bearers,
readers of intercessory
prayers and cross bearer.

WE CARE CHRISTMAS TREE

Many thanks to all STSJP students and teachers
who helped make the school's entry in the annual
We Care Christmas Tree Auction so beautiful.
Thanks, too, to the Carter Family who purchased
our tree.

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

Sts. 'Joan of Arc & Patrick School students
participated in the Kokomo/Howard County Public
Library’s annual Battle of the Books. Students
read 10 books selected by library staff, and
competed against teams from schools throughout
the county by answering questions related to
those books. The three STSJP teams fared well,
with Team #1 placing third overall.

Team members included:

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3
Grace Cameron, Captain Elizabeth Bath - Captain Rachel Huemmer - Captain
Jack Reyburn Beza Townsend Kody Carter
Luke Cameron Jason Hampshire Jacqueline True
Arland Mcllrath Gabby Bayani Mackenzie Foye
Jarrett Pitts
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HAITI 2011




M INISTRY IN ACTION
HAITI MEDICAL MISSION
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Year of the Eucharist to Begin January 1

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING
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