
Sunday, November 7, 2021 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

SUNDAY’S READINGS: 1 Kings 17:10-16; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL: 

In the course of his teaching Jesus said to the crowds, "Beware of the scribes, who like to go 

around in long robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues, and 

places of honor at banquets.  They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext recite lengthy 

prayers.  They will receive a very severe condemnation." 

He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put money into the 

treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums.  A poor widow also came and put in two small coins 

worth a few cents. 

Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, "Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more 

than all the other contributors to the treasury.  For they have all contributed from their surplus 

wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood." 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Think of a time you felt like someone was doing something just for show—without identifying the person 

involved, describe what happened that made you feel that the person was being less than sincere.  How 

receptive were you to their message when you felt this way?  Likewise, think of a time that you might have 

been the one acting this way—what do you think was your motivation for doing this; who were you trying 

to impress; did it actually help you in any way?  Are there situations when this even creeps into your 

family life or does the fact that everyone knows one another so well prevent this from happening? 

2. Describe a time when you identified some need within the family, but that you weren’t in a position to 

complete resolve the situation yourself – maybe it was connected with cleaning and yardwork/chores, or 

maybe it was something financial or even an emotional need.  How did you feel when you realized it was 

beyond your control – overwhelmed, frustrated, or even asking “what’s the point of doing anything if it 

really won’t make much difference”?  If you did choose to contribute the little that you could to address 

the need, how did that impact you and the person affected by the need, even if it wasn’t completely 

resolved? 

3. In this Gospel, the poor widow didn’t even realize that “she had been caught” doing something good—

Jesus saw it and called his disciples to Himself to point out her good example to them.  Describe a similar 

time when you caught others doing something good.  How did it impact you to see their good example 

(even, or perhaps, especially, if they didn’t know that you saw them)?  If the other person wasn’t bringing 

attention to themselves, what caused you to notice it in the first place?  How did the other person’s quiet 

good action inspire you to “pay it forward” and do something similar in your own life?  What are some 

ways that you can set a similar example for other family members, but without bringing attention to 

yourself? 

4. Mother Teresa was known to say:  “Love until it hurts” because when we do something even in the midst 

of pain and difficulties we reveal the sincerity of our love.  Describe a time when you did something 

difficult, but with no apparent reward for yourself (not even a “good job” or a “thank you”).  Why did you 

still do the right thing?  What are some things you can do within the family to stay motivated when you 

don’t think your efforts are appreciated or even noticed by other family members? 


