
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

SUNDAY’S READINGS: Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13:24-32 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL: 

Jesus said to his disciples:  "In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

"And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in the clouds'  with great power and glory, and then he 

will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of 

the sky. 

"Learn a lesson from the fig tree.  When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that 

summer is near.  In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, at the 

gates.  Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 

place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

"But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father." 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Describe a time in your life (or perhaps even as you were watching a movie or tv show) that you could tell that 

something big or important was about to happen.  What sort of clues led you to that conclusion?  Did you do 

anything to prepare for that important event, or did you just wait for it to happen?  Were there things that had 

happened earlier that also gave clues, but that you didn’t notice until way after the fact?  What prevents you from 

paying attention to details the way you might like to/need to? 

2. Sometimes we are so tunnel-visioned on things that we are doing that we don’t pick up on hints, and we need other 

people to point them out to us.  Other times, we don’t realize things because we lack the prior experience to 

recognize them.  Describe a time when a family member or other loved one helped you to notice something to 

which you were oblivious.  How did their advice/experience help you to recognize a similar thing the next time you 

experienced it?  What are some of the ways that we can help one another when we know something they don’t or 

have life experience that they don’t?  PARENTS:  What are some of the ways that you try to balance that with also 

giving your children the real opportunity to experience things for themselves and not just have you do it for them? 

3. In this Gospel, Jesus says to learn a lesson from the fig tree; in that same way, God has left thousands of “hints” of 

His existence and love for us—hints that we can readily see in nature.  Describe an experience you’ve had when you 

were particularly aware of God and His love for you — seeing a beautiful sunset, mountain view, etc.  What made 

that moment stand out for you?  How does getting out in nature shift your focus from the troubles of your own 

day-to-day life to the bigger picture and how you fit in God’s overall plan? 

4. In the conclusion of the Gospel, we hear that we must be ready since we don’t know the day or hour.  How do we 

get ready for something when we don’t know when it’s going to happen?  Describe a time in your life when you 

thought you had lots of time to do something; so, you procrastinated in doing it.  Did you really have as much time 

as you thought you did?  What are the ways that we tempt one another to procrastinate?  On the flip side, how can 

we help one another avoid the trap of thinking “I have plenty of time”? 


