
Sunday, December 12, 2021 

3rd Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

SUNDAY READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”  He said to them in reply, “Whoever has 

two cloaks should share with the person who has none.  And whoever has food should do likewise.”   

Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”  He 

answered them, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”   Soldiers also asked him, “And what 

is it that we should do?”  He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and 

be satisfied with your wages.” 

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might 

be the Christ.  John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than 

I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 

into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”   Exhorting them in many other 

ways, he preached good news to the people. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Describe a time when you didn’t know what you were supposed to do?  Who did you go to for advice?  How did you 

figure out the concrete thing you were supposed to do in those specific circumstances?  When you discovered the 

answer to what you were supposed to do, did it surprise you, or was it what you kind of knew all along, but were 

hoping that the answer might be different this time? 

2. In the Gospel, the various groups of people (the crowd, tax collectors, and soldiers) all heard the same basic message, 

but then John the Baptist emphasized certain parts tailored to each particular group.  In a similar way, we are all called 

to be holy, but the emphasis we need might be different.  If John were speaking to you in your current state in life 

(married, single adult, child at home, etc.) and based upon your specific age/maturity, what things might he 

emphasize?  Are there certain temptations/behaviors that people in your state in life/age might be most prone to fall 

into?  Are there certain good things that you especially need to be exhorted to do?  What about in the family, are 

there certain rules that are uniquely there for your benefit and not just some hidden favoritism?  PARENTS:  What are 

some ways that you tailor things based on the unique needs of each of your children while also avoiding favoritism? 

3. The people in the Gospel were “filled with expectation” upon hearing the message, even though John’s words would 

have convicted them to the heart about certain behaviors that they needed to quit doing.  Likewise, as John continued 

to exhort them, they took it as “good news”.  Have you ever gotten in trouble, but deep down (and in hindsight) you 

were glad that you got caught because it could have been much worse?  Or, have you ever been trapped in a bad habit 

that you needed someone to rescue you from.  Describe a time you might have had a similar experience.  If you 

haven’t experienced something like that, why might you think “being called out” could be seen as “good news”?  

PARENTS:  What is it like to be the bearer of such “good news” to your kids? 

4. John was calling the people to the BASICS of avoiding evil and doing good, but he emphasized that someone mightier 

than he was coming.  As such, Jesus sometimes calls us to follow Him in “heroic” ways.  Describe a time that Jesus 

invited you to do some good thing that was especially difficult for you.  How did you respond?  In those moments, did 

you feel that “just being good wasn’t good enough?”  Why or why not?  What are the things that make it difficult to 

respond to Jesus in this sort of way?  How does He also help you in such times? 


