
Sunday, January 9, 2022 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Year C) 

SUNDAY READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

The people were filled with expectation, 

and all were asking in their hearts 

whether John might be the Christ. 

John answered them all, saying,  

“I am baptizing you with water, 

but one mightier than I is coming. 

I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  

 

After all the people had been baptized  

and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,  

heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 

in bodily form like a dove.  

And a voice came from heaven,  

“You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Describe a time that you were expecting a visit from a special guest.  How often did you go to the window 

to see if they were there yet?  How closely did you watch the clock to see if it was the time they were 

supposed to arrive?  If they were slightly delayed, how did it impact your sense of expectation?  Did you 

have any “false alarms” – a phone call from someone else, a car driving by that wasn’t them, a knock on 

the door from someone other than your guest, etc.?  Beyond the disappointment of your guest not being 

there yet, how did these “false alarms” get you even more excited for your guest?  Did you find that you 

were hyper-vigilant to every possible little sound or indication that your guest was there?  What was it 

like when your guest finally arrived? 

2. Think of a time that another family member or friend got you excited about something that was going to 

happen.  What did they say or do to get you excited about that event, too?  Since you were filled with 

expectation, describe what your attitude was like in the days leading up to the event.  Did time seem to 

slow down the closer it came to the long-expected day? 

3. Describe a time when you were expecting one thing (and had all sorts of pre-conceived ideas about what 

that thing was going to be like), but that you got something different from what you were expecting, but 

even better.  Were you disappointed because it wasn’t how you thought it was going to be, or were you 

excited that it was even better (or maybe a combination of the two)? 

4. In the Gospel, John the Baptist redirected the attention and expectation that the people had – he 

deflected it from himself back to Jesus.  What are some ways that we can foster expectation and hope in 

other family members and direct them back to Jesus? 


